
Program Report for 2005 
Friends of the Military Ridge State Trail 
 
The Friends Annual Meeting was held on February 7, 2005, at Culver’s Sunroom, Mt. 
Horeb, WI.  The elected officers for year 2005 were: Linda Lynch, President, Dave 
Pearson, Vice President, Bill Kalschuer, Treasurer and Palmer Haynes, Secretary. 
 
The DNR contracted for trail resurfaced from Klevenville westward. 
 
Exterior restoration of the Ridgeway Depot continued through the summer.  New wood 
windows and wood siding replaced those badly deteriorated building elements.  The 
siding and running trim was painted in colors matching the original Chicago and 
Northwestern Railroad color specification.  The restoration of the depot interior was 
begun.  Although the building had no facilities, construction of a unisex restroom was 
started.  Likewise the buildings’ only electrical requirement would have been for the 
telegraph.  School house style fixtures were installed in the Waiting room and agent’s 
areas.  Ceiling fans and complementary “railroad” lighting was installed in the Freight 
room.  Exterior (electric) post lights, replicating the original 1913 oil lights, were 
installed on the depot platform.  Door hardware has been received and placed in storage 
until needed.  New exterior siding was installed and painted on the railroad caboose, and 
new deadbolt door hardware installed. 
 
As in past years, the Friends programs are funded from three sources. 
  Designated and undesignated donations and grants. 
  Commemorative brick sales. 
  DNR Trail pass sales. 
 
The Friends sponsored, and participated in, the trail clean-up day on April 23rd. 
Friends and REI provided a bicycle safety check at the Verona trailhead during National 
Trails Day Open House on June 4th. 
The Friends volunteered, for a third year, at the Black Earth rest station during the 
Horribly Hilly Hundred bicycle event on June 18th. 
 
Artifacts were donated by: Linda Lynch, a cast iron stove, Sharon and Ron Royston gave 
a cast iron stove, Melva Phillips gave a railroad wall lantern. 
 
Ron Betlach continued to receive commemorative brick orders and place the bricks as 
directed by the purchasers. 
 
Friends enjoyed several summer cook outs around the grille at the depot. 
 
Palmer Haynes, 
Secretary 
 
cc: Farmers Savings Bank 


