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The WisDOT technical review of the Friend’s depot bidding process and authorization for 
preparation of a construction contract was completed and released in April. 
M-Z Construction of Livingston, Wisconsin and the Friends signed the contract on  
April 10, 2003 and work began within a week of that date. 
Structural stabilization of the depot revealed that the west end of the building had settled over 
seven inches.  Sill (4x6’s) plates were found completely rotted and or missing resulting in 
settlement.  Decades of water migration into the building sill rotted the plates and approximately 
six main (6x10’s) beam ends.  The Freight Room floor and subfloor were removed to reveal the 
deterioration of the ends of the main beams. The main beams were replaced with four site-
laminated 2x6’s.  Understandably the new Freight Room main beams were installed to support 
expected floor loads rather than historic floor loads.  The main beams supporting the floors of the 
Agent Room and Waiting Room were inspected and determined to be structurally sound.  Rafter 
(2x4’s) tails were replaced as needed at the roof overhang perimeter.  Additionally, the walls and 
roof edges above the two Freight Room sliding doors were found to project outward about two 
inches.  Two one-inch diameter tie rods, with turnbuckles, approximately five feet apart were 
installed near the top of the sidewalls over the doors.  This renovation drew the sidewalls and 
eaves to within plumb.  The existing fascia being in very poor condition was removed and 
replaced with a continuous (1x8) pine fascia.  Prime and first finish coating of the fascia was 
done by Friends. 
Water and sewer service was installed from a location near the Ridgeway Lumber Company 
east driveway to near the electrical pedestal at the south elevation of the depot.  Restoration of 
paving and a gravel parking area along the route was done.  A yard shut-off and clean out are 
located south of and away from the electrical pedestal. 
Alliant Energy routed the main electrical service underground from the existing east 
pole to a grounded electrical pedestal.  The pedestal is installed in a manner allowing 
the replacement of wood siding.  A 200 amp. distribution panel was installed to serve 
the power and lighting requirements of the building.  Conduits are run in the crawl space 
from the pedestal to the panel.  An access panel to the crawl space will be provided in 
the electrical closet floor. 
A unisex restroom has been roughed in at the northeast area of the Freight Room.  See the 
attached sketch showing the restroom and electrical closet plan.  Water and sewer piping has 
been roughed in the crawl space to flush with finish floor level. Water piping has a drain back 
winterization feature. 
Roof repairs and replacement began in August.  Original green Vermont roof slate was 
determined to be more deteriorated than anticipated.  All of the 1913 slate was removed, stacked 
and sorted for future Friends fund raising purposes. Finding many roof boards loose, the entire 
roof sheathing was pneumatically renailed.  A moss green simulated (“AmCraft”) composition 
slate was installed after having received approval from the State Historic preservation agency.  
Ice and waterguard sheets were installed at the roof overhangs and roof valleys.  Galvanized 
sheet metal flashing was installed in the open valleys.  Continuous ridge vents were provided.  
The roof bears a fifty-year warranty.   
Existing platform brick were remove during the fall of 2002.  Failing existing concrete walls at 
the platform perimeter were replaced during the fall of 2003.  The existing trail-side wall 



descends six inches from East to West.  Thus the installed platform wall is higher than the 
existing and provides a level base for the metal railing.  Additionally this wall enhances and 
facilitates platform storm water drainage.  The concrete walls are doweled into the existing walls 
at those junctions.  Excavation of the platform footprint, installation of storm plumbing and 
electrical conduit, were accomplished prior to placing six inches of gravel fill.  Completion of 
the platform project will resume in the spring of 2004.  This work includes the completion of the 
roof and platform stormwater management systems, brick and railing installation.  Brick pavers 
and metal railing materials are stored on site. 
 
The Friends gathered for regular meetings and elected new officers early in the year.  Fund 
raisers were held at the Dodgeville Maxwell Street Days, Dick’s Dodgeville Supermarket and an 
“open house”-raffle drawing occurred on Labor day.  Commerative bricks are sold to families, 
businesses and individuals as another funding method.   
Palmer Haynes regularly visited restoration progress at the depot.  Farmers Savings Bank of 
Ridgeway and the Friends entered into a loan agreement for the depot project.  Over the winter 
months the Friends will develop strategies for the second phase of restoration during 2004. 
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Secretary, 
Friends of the Military Ridge Trail 
 
cc: Farmers Savings Bank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      2. 
 


