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Friends of Military Ridge Trail Monthly Meeting 
Meeting Date: October 13, 2025 
Meeting Location: Blue Mound Park Friends Shelter, Blue Mounds, WI 
 
Friends attending: Jerry Wilson, President; Bill Kalscheur, Treasurer; Kevin Swenson, 
DNR; Dave Pearson, Vice President: Sarah Castello; John Helmenstine; Bruce Paull 
 
Sarah recorded minutes for the meeting in Adam’s absence. 
 
Jerry entered in the following: Adam is not coming. Paul Hutchinson is not attending, he is 
at a funeral. 
 
Highlights 

• Dollar-for-Dollar match donation opportunity! John Helmenstine has offered to 
match up to $1,000 to help repair the caboose. 

• The DNR finished their final shoulder mowing of the year, and further ditch mowing 
is in progress. Be on the lookout for trail crew this winter as they remove hazard 
trees. 

• Join us for a potluck on November 10th, 2025 at the Blue Mound Park Friends 
Shelter at 5pm. 

Kestrel Box Project 
Also entered in by Jerry: There are no updates from Adam on the kestrel boxes. Either the 
program leader, Brand Smith, or Emily still needs to talk to the DNR about this project. 
 
Website 
Via an email from Adam there were only minor updates to the webpage, mainly events 
added to the homepage. 
 
Minutes 
Bill motioned to approve the minutes sent out September 12th, 2025 with a correction to 
the October meeting location sent later that day, John seconded it, and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
Financial Reports 
Bill sent out the financial report on October 1st, 2025. The financial report showed a 
balance of $55,274.78 in the Farmer’s Savings Bank as of September 30th, 2025. Friends 
started to collect some trail money, paid for a few plaques, and paid for benches.  Bill had 
to edit the checkbook to rectify it. $260 was added in trail pass money. It was really $250 
for trail pass money and a $10 donation. 
 
The Zeffy account had $422.   
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Kate’s report on both accounts matched Bill’s. 
 
The Fidelity account is doing well and has $46,302.80 in the account. 
 
We received 1 donation this past month from Onno & Stefanie Brouwer from Zeffy. We also 
had some cash donations at the Depot. 
 
John motioned to accept the financial report. The motion was seconded by Bruce and 
passed unanimously. 
 
DNR Topics 
The crew is working on bridges and did the final shoulder mow of the year. Brad is doing 
ditch mowing. 
 
The DNR crew got a good chunk of money for hazard tree removal along the trail and Kevin 
is looking to hire a crew to work on this. 
 
Repairs to the Depot and Caboose 
Bill talked to BullDog construction out of Blue Mounds. They said they would let Bill know 
about needed repairs, cost, etc. to the depot. 
 
A potential buyer of the Ruggles Farm and historical area are interested in keeping kids’ 
tours going at the caboose. 
 
John is willing to put forward $1,000 to repairing the caboose and he will match, up to 
$1,000, and other funds put forward to repair the caboose. John will talk to the owners of 
the Dodgeville Chronicle to get this idea into the paper. 
 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant 
The current idea is for metal plated maps add to or replacing already available maps in the 
kiosks along the trail. Jerry got a bid from Brad and Kevin on this. Kevin would like to 
replace all of the signs (as well as the maps) in the kiosks. The deadline for the grant 
application is November 15, 2025. The estimate is for $5,000 total (FMRT paying $2,500 of 
the cost via the grant). 
 
Utilities 
The utility bill greatly increased.  
 
Lori Phelan, the Ridgeway Clerk/Treasurer, reached out September 15th about our 
concerns with the increasing utility bills and explained that some municipal charges were 
moved from tax bills to utility customers effective May 29th and a 3% rate increase came 
into effect June 30th. 
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Bruce talked to Ridgeway Utilities about the increase and felt that possibly the increase 
was due to the watering the prairie plantings. The meter is disconnected in the fall and the 
line needs to be blown out (in the watering system). We might ask Kaitlin Weber, who put 
the watering system in, to take care of this. Bruce will contact Kaitlin about this. Bill will 
have the plumber disconnect the irrigation timer from the watering system and put it inside 
the depot. 
 
Preliminary List of Past Officers of the FMRT 
Bill completed a list of previous FMRT officers and asked Dave and Sarah to look at this. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be November 10th, 2025 at the Blue Mound State Park Friends 
Shelter in Blue Mounds, WI. This meeting will include suggestions for the ballot for the 
annual meeting in February and a potluck beforehand. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Sarah Castello filling in for Adam Maus, Secretary, FMRT 


