
FMRT 1008 
October 13, 2008, 6:30 PM 
Ridgeway Depot 
Ridgeway, WI 53582 
 
Friends attending, Linda Lynch, President, Dave Pearson, Vice President, Bill Kalschuer, 
Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, Secretary, Lydia Haynes and Gerry Wilson. 
 
Financial Report Bill reported that the account balance is $15,343.02 for this cycle.  
Many of the vendors for trail pass sales are making season end remittances.  Sales have 
been very good.  Motion by Dave and seconded by Gerry, that “The financial report be 
accepted as printed.”  Motion passed on a voice vote. 
Dane County Planet Trek Mr. Nick Schweitzer addressed the Friends on the project 
which would be in place from April to October, 2009.  The start point is Monona Terrace, 
the Sun, and each planet occurs along the Capitol City, Southwest and the Military Ridge 
trails.  “Pluto”, not now a planet, will be the last, possibly occurring near or at the 
Grumpy Troll in Mount Horeb.  Signage accompanies each of the planets.  The Friends 
suggested that the signs be printed on both sides.  Motion by Dave and seconded by 
Gerry, that “The Friends support the project concept and hope that it will attract many 
riders.”  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
Depot Linda reported that the concourse railing repair is complete, and the insurance 
check has been received and deposited. 

To close the depot DOT account; copies of invoices and checks should be given 
to Linda. 

The Friends will winterize the Depot about November 1st. 
Summer open Depot and Nature Hikes were fairly well received.  Lydia and 
Palmer suggested that the Depot hours be posted on the door glass. 

Depot signage needs to be revisited.  The scale of the original proposed sign is too large. 
Guidebook Bonnie Gruber has the second draft.  Additional revisions are not expected. 
Calendar One hundred copies have been printed.  The Friends need to sell each for 
$10.00.  Each of the depot murals is depicted in the calendar, along with other trail 
scenes.  A calendar request form has been added to the Friends web site.  A shipping 
charge is added to the cost when ordered from the web site. 
Donations Friends should be willing to say “We really cannot use that item”.  A recent 
donation will probably go to the scrap yard. 
Palmer will provide a family history of the office desk he and Lydia donated. 
Trail Tenders Palmer handed out vitae regarding the proposed program.  Peter 
Biermeier and Kate Zurlo-Cuva of State Parks and Trails made the initial presentation to 
several Friends in August at Culver’s, Mt. Horeb.  Peter and Kate choose the Friends for 
this pilot project.  Friends would spend a certain number of hours on the trail each month 
as “friendly monitors”.  Friends would have no law enforcement authority, and that is not 
expected.  One advantage to the Friends is that they would be able to sell trail passes on 
the trail.  One disadvantage to the Friends is the hours requirement.  The Friends 
consensus is that we are interested, and are willing to negotiate conditions.  Should the 
Friends proceed; training by the DNR should occur this winter. 

(over) 



2009 Planning Gerry indicated author J. L. Fredric, Rivers, Roads and Rails, could be 
asked to a future event.  Fredric, the Hobo King and other story tellers could be part of 
such an event.  Linda will devote a winter meeting to planning the Friends 2009 
programs. 
 
The Friends will next meet Saturday November 8th at the depot at 10:00 AM to prepare 
the building for winter. 
 
The meeting adjourned about 8:30 PM, being there no further business. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Palmer R. Haynes 
Secretary 


