
FMRT 
June 11, 2007, 6:30 PM 
Ridgeway Depot 
Ridgeway, WI 
 
Friends attending, Linda Lynch, President, Bill Kalschuer, Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, 
Secretary and Lydia Haynes. 
 
May Meeting Notes were approved on a voice vote without correction, and will be 
placed on file. 
Financial Report Bill reported the Friends balance to be $20,068.51 after payment of 
ongoing bills.  He reported that a trail pass payment was made to the DNR of $5,000.  
Payment of Tom McKay’s invoice of $467.45 was approved on a voice vote.  Payment to 
the DNR in amount of $255.00 was approved.  Payment represents, the 2007, Friends 
half of the Riley Porta Potty expense.  Check will be forwarded to Cindy Delkamp. 
Wisconsin Humanities Council The Friends application to the WHC for a $2000 grant 
was approved.  Specific guidelines for reporting expenditures during the project period 
were discussed.  Linda will verify several clarifying questions.  The project ends on 
November 1, 2007.  Linda will write a thank you letter to the Council, and letters of 
invitation to the September dedication.  Invitations will be sent to congressional and 
representatives of the district.  The dedication will occur at the depot, preceded by an 
open forum moderated by Tom McKay.  Mr. Robert Birmingham will key note the 
forum.  Linda will invite Melva Phillips, Kelly Hibly, Tom Eckstein and Mark Deneen to 
be panel members for the open forum.  Possible locations for the forum are the “Rock” 
(Methodist) Church, the Ridgeway School and St Bridget’s Catholic Church. 
Depot Exhibit Planning The next meeting with Tom McKay is scheduled for June 13th 
at 3:00 PM at the depot.  Ingrid will probably begin the mural in July.  Linda will check 
locally on the availability of scaffolding.  Palmer has one painters light to offer. 
June 2, National Trails Day Attendance was slim because of inclement weather. 
June 3, Ice Cream Social Attendance was considered very good as the bad weather 
continued.  Approximately 40 visitors were given tours of the depot and enjoyed ice 
cream and brownies.  One hundred and twenty seven dollars of income from the social 
was realized, with another one hundred and six dollars given in donations. 
June 16, Horribly Hilly Hundred Volunteers should be at Black Earth by 8:00 AM.  
Palmer and Bill will convey the foodstuffs. 
Eco Tours Bill will develop a poster which will announce the tour dates (fourth 
Saturday) and environmental focus.  Palmer will write a press release. 
July 1, Open Depot Consensus of the Friends was to repeat the ice cream social with 
brownies and face painting.  Palmer will contact the mining reenactment group. 
Other Business The glass display case needs to be cleaned and reassembled.  Bill will 
procure a case lock for the sliding glass front.  Bill will contact Steve Moehlman (437 
8224) regarding copying his collection for post card size depot photos. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
The Friends next regular business meeting is July 1st during the Open House. 
 

(over) 



June 13, 2007 
Exhibit Planning 
3:00 PM 
Ridgeway Depot 
Ridgeway, Wisconsin 
 
Those attending, Linda Lynch, Tom McKay, Melva Phillips, Palmer Haynes, Suzie Paull, 
Danny Williams, Dave and Gretchen Pearson. 
 
Tom reported that Ingrid will return from a trip by mid July.  She will begin the project 
sketching at home for about a week.  The mural should be complete by the end of 
August.  Ingrid will inform the Friends as to wall preparation and color selection.  
Friends provide pictures of seasonal native plants found along the trail. 
 
Tom reminded us of the three basic railroad themes previously chosen.  Those are: 
Commerce, Comings and Goings and The Big Day.  Discussion on the development of 
those themes followed. 
Commerce Friends have a freight scale, a nail keg,  a car mover, a telegraph pole, ledger 
cover and freight bills; all donated.  Needed items are: a roll of farm fencing, pictures of 
shipped farm machinery and automobiles, copy of historic highway map, 1831/32 survey 
maps, Morrison smelter, Frogtown, Castelton Hotel;    search for photos and collate 
Melva’s photos, 
  (add your thoughts here) 
 
 
 
Comings and Goings Pictures and stories support these exhibits best.  Soldiers 
departing/arriving, visiting back and forth, off to college, hobos, medical appointments, 
Chicago Worlds Fair, waiting for the wedding dress; conduct interviews and write texts, 
photograph interviewees;    search for pictures and collate Melva’s photos, 
  (add your thoughts here) 
 
 
 
The Big Day Pictures of key events such as President McKinley campaign swing, (Gov. 
Nelson Dewey?), blizzards forced passengers to be housed  with locals, the circus, the 
1976 “Art Train, train derailments;    search for pictures and collate Melva’s photos, 
  (add your thoughts here) 
 
 
 
Exhibit planners will next meet with Tom McKay (and perhaps Ingrid) on July 19th at 
1:00PM at the depot. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Palmer R. Haynes, Secretary, Friends of the Military Ridge Trail 


