
FMRT 
April 9, 2007, 6:30PM 
Ridgeway Depot 
Ridgeway, WI 53582 
 
Those attending: Linda Lynch, President, Dave Pearson, Vice President, Bill Kalschuer, 
Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, Secretary, Cindy Delkamp, Trail Manager, Lydia Haynes, 
Bookkeeper, Suzie Paull and Gerry Wilson. 
 
Financial Report Bill provided spread sheets for review.  The checking account balance 
is $4,729.70.  The Depot restoration account is unchanged from March, $15,570.83.  Bill  
Moved that, “Lydia become a signatory allowing her access to accounts at Farmers 
Savings Bank.”, Suzie seconded, the motion carried on a voice vote.  Bill and Lydia will 
meet with Farmers Savings Bank officials on April 10 to initiate the motion. 
March Meeting Notes were mailed to all.  The meeting notes will be placed on file 
without correction. 
Depot Exhibit Planning Melva Phillips submitted a stage coach map from her collected 
documents.  She also suggested other images for the mural: a slag furnace, Simpson 
Church, Jennison cemetery, Fort Blue Mounds, Thomas stone barn and the Wakefield 
mine.  She has a picture of Whitson Junction, which was the station joining the 
Dodgeville and Mineral Point rail lines.  The Friends have ordered two 8 X 8 inch bricks 
to honor Melva for the generous sharing of her collected documents.  Linda received 
original legal papers documenting the closing of the Ridgeway station.  Linda had a copy 
made of this document.  Linda provided a ‘Project Personnel Form’ for each person.  The 
forms need to be return to her as soon as soon possible. 
Bill provided examples of wood picture frames made from the former depot siding.  Two 
sizes were viewed: a frame for an 8 X 10 unmated picture, and an 11X 13 frame which 
allowed for a matt.  The 8X10 frame only, cost $12; with glass $15; with non glare glass 
$42.50.  The 11X13 frame only, cost $15; with glass $17; with non glare glass $44.50.  
Flat and beveled edged frames were shown.  Linda moved that, “The Friends order ten 
plain flat edged 8 X 10 frames.”, Seconded by Palmer, motion carried on a voice vote.  
Ten ‘unmated frames’ were ordered for various historic pictures of all the depots that 
stood along the trail. 
Trail Clean-up Posters are in place and news articles distributed to media for the 
April 21st event.  ID pictures of Garlic Mustard will be posted in the kiosks.  Anyone 
wanting to pull mustard during clean-up; is so encouraged.  Trash bags were stuffed; 
ready for hanging on the kiosks.  Gerry will police the Verona area.  Bill will have a 
grille at Riley for the post clean-up party.  Friends will bring salads and desserts. 
Donations will be accepted. 
Eco-Tours Meg Skinner’s friend and Tom Meyer have indicated they would individually 
lead tours from Riley.  Meg’s friend’s specialty is birds.  Tom’s focus would be on 
plants.  Meg may also lead a group tour for Epic employees.  The Prairie Enthusiasts 
could provide a tour leader.  Gerry and Palmer will each take tours.  Consensus was that 
the tours should be on the last Saturday of the month at 10:00AM, from May through 
September.  Each hike should have a title or theme as designated by its leader. 



Friends will post the tours in the trail kiosks and both State Parks.  Lydia will call Meg to 
develop a schedule of tours. 
Open Houses, June 3rd, July 1st and September 2nd. 
Dave suggest following up on an ice cream social event, possibly for June or July.  Large 
tubs of ice cream will be needed.  Ice cream would be served with a choice of toppings, 
and a charge will be determined.  Picnic tables would be available from the village park. 
(Secretary’s note:  Cindy MacIntosh of the Blue Mounds Historical Society knows of a 
reenactment group that does ‘Mining’ reenactments in costume.) 
Depot Repairs Crawl space moisture and winter’s freeze/thaw cycles caused buckling of 
the finished floors in the Agent and Waiting rooms.  Linda, Dave and Palmer each have 
contacted various consultants, and all agree: 

1. Install crawl space ventilation. 
(Cut three ventilation openings in the south foundation; 
Install mechanical ventilation in the center opening.) 
2. Install a plastic vapor barrier over the crawl space earth. 

Palmer moved that, “The suggested crawl space moisture remediation be implemented, 
not to exceed $2,500.”, Dave seconded, motion carried by voice vote. 
Trail Report One LTE has been hired for the summer, and three additional hires are 
expected. 
A preconstruction meeting will be held, the week of April 9th, for the soil erosion 
projects. 
Cindy has ordered the port-a-potty for Riley.  The Friends will share the cost with the 
DNR.  It will be in service from April through October. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.  The Friends will next meet on May 14th, at 6:30PM, at 
the Ridgeway Depot. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Palmer Haynes 
Secretary 
 
 
(Reminders: National Trails Day, bicycle safety checks, Verona, June 2nd; 9:00AM. 
Horribly Hilly Hundred, Black Earth aide station, June 16th, 8:00AM.) 


