Program Report for 2006
Friends of the Military Ridge State Trail

The Friends Annual Meeting was held on February 8, 2006, at Culvers Mt. Horeb. The
elected officers for year 2006 were: Linda Lynch, President, Dave Pearson, Vice
President, Bill Kalschuer, Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, Secretary.

Ridgeway Depot restoration reached substantial completion. Planning for interior
furnishings and exhibit development was started.

An 80 % efficient HVAC system was contracted for and installed. Later, M G & E gas
service was extended from the street. Interior lighting was completed. Storm windows
were ordered and installed. Wood floors were refinished and sealed. Drywall finishing
and painting, and interior wainscot and trim painting was completed. Linda planted
Birchleaf Spirea adjacent to the south foundation. A “RIDGEWAY” sign was mounted
on the Depot’s west elevation. Restroom plumbing was completed. An exterior blow out
(domestic water) valve was installed in the parking area.

A 1910 Wisconsin railroad map was donated by Douglas and Sue Theobold. The map
will be conserved, mounted and framed.

Dan and Kristie Bauknecht reported on the “Conservation in Common” conference held
near Campbellsport, WI.

Trail brushing was completed. Trail resurfacing between Riley and Verona was funded.
A Friends letter of concern was sent to American Transmission Company regarding their
proposed 345KV route near the trail corridor. Kristie handed out Military Ridge Trail
information at REI, Madison, on June 10". Linda initiated a trail photo montage which
was on exhibit in the Depot for the Labor weekend open house. Early farm implements,
provided by the Iowa county Historical Society, were also on exhibit that weekend.

Friends participated in Trail Clean-up, April 22", Horribly Hilly Hundred, May 17 and
National Trails Day, June 3™ (bike safety check-ups). Summer cook-outs were held
(public invited) at the Depot on May 10%, June 14" and July 12%.

A committee began review and editing the 7rail Guide, which is more than a decade old.
Ron Betlach continued to receive and place commemorative bricks. Ron retired from the
brick business at the end of the year. Again, Thanks Ron! Several meetings were
devoted to, and will continue with the question of membership development.

The Friends were without debt at year end. The Friends have over 50% of their DOT
grant remaining. A $500 starter grant was realized from the Wisconsin Humanities
Council for the purpose of developing the Depot interior.

Palmer R. Haynes
Secretary
cc: Farmers Savings Bank



