
FMRT 
Ridgeway Depot 
Ridgeway, WI 
August 17, 2005, 7:30PM 
 
Friends attending: Linda Lynch, President, Dave Pearson, Vice President, Bill Kalschuer, 
Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, Secretary, Dan and Kristie Bauknecht, Suzie Paull, Gretchen 
Pearson, Cindy Delkamp, DNR Ranger, Tom Meyer and guest Melba Phillips, Iowa 
County Historical Society. 
 
Several members enjoyed a cookout on the new grille prior to the business meeting. 
 
Dave Pearson chaired the meeting until Linda arrived. 
Financial Report Bill provided a spread sheet to report the activity in our accounts.  The 
Friends checking balance is $9,811.21, and the Depot Preservation balance is $1,823.94 
as of this meeting.  Bill said that the borrowing agreement with Farmers Bank has been 
signed by the officers.  The agreement is continued for another twelve months.  Bill 
thought that trial pass sales could be up for the year.  Bill gave Tom a check for purchase 
of UV Plexiglas in amount of $23.30.  Bill moved to approve the Plexiglas payment, 
seconded by Suzie.  Motion passed on voice vote. 
Trail Report Cindy reported that rehabilitation of decking on bridges 4 through 10 is 
being scheduled.  These bridges are on the west end of the trail.  Bill noted that rotting at 
the edges has occurred on other bridges.  Regarding installation of plywood at bridges 
during the snowmobile season; Tom indicated that he did not think it would hold up and 
not be cost effective. 
Cindy said that the DNR has leased a Truck Cat which has a boom arm mower.  The 
mower cuts low woody plants and is mainly targeting honeysuckle.  Mowing on the 
Sugar River Trail is complete.  Mowing has started on the east end of the Military Ridge 
Trail.  Areas of Glade Mallow have been marked. 
Cindy also mentioned that the DNR has purchased a “Kawasaki Mule” to help with trail 
maintenance.  It purchased for its better fuel economy. 
Cindy provided a shelter plan for the Riley rest area to Tom.  Tom will submit a Nelson 
grant application for funding a shelter and a few trees at Riley.  The Friends previously 
voted to go ahead with this project. 
Dan will build ten map boxes for the trail kiosks.  Cindy gave Dan the proto type box 
which holds two tri-fold brochures/maps, side by side, or, one 8 ½ by 11 sheet. 
Linda is drafting a letter to the DNR and Town of Springdale Board regarding the 
Klevenville property access issue. 
Palmer suggested that patches of Garlic Mustard could be mapped using GPS. 
Depot/Caboose Report Gretchen has obtained the name of a person from the Garden 
Club who may help us plan the landscaping.  Those of us having prairie plants to donate 
will be able to at the time of planting. 
Linda said that the property insurance premium will not increase very much since the 
assessment began at the lowest level.  
 
Linda will contact Jim Jungbluth to clean up the depot interior. 



Linda reported that Jim Jungbluth has not had success with his plumber.  The Friends 
may contact another plumber.  Gretchen suggested that an exterior wall hydrant be 
included in the plumbing work. 
Palmer said that the first order of light fixtures is expected soon.  A second order is a 
month to six weeks out.  Exit door hardware is about a month out.  Final lighting fixture 
costs are estimated at $1,700 and estimated final hardware costs at $1,300.  Palmer 
moved that fixture and hardware cost estimates be approved, seconded by Gretchen.  
Motion passed on a voice vote.  Palmer should include two dead bolts, black in color, for 
the two caboose doors.  Moisture had been noticed in some of the caboose windows,  
Possibly some venting will be necessary. 
Linda suggested that the Friends host a depot Open House on Sunday, September 4th at 
9:00AM, in conjunction with the Village Labor Day celebration.  Coffee and goodies will 
be offered to our visitors.  Melba Phillips offered a battery operated model train to be 
displayed during the Open House.  Bill will bring a recorder. 
Other Business Melba Phillips donated an electric wall lantern which originally was 
mounted at the Blue Mound depot (now razed).  The Friends gratefully acknowledge the 
gift.  Palmer will write a proper letter of thanks for the Friends.  Bill suggested that future 
joint ventures with the Iowa County Historical Society are a possibility. 
There may be some brick orders pending.  Cindy reported that Ron and Sharon are in the 
process of selling their home. 
Friends should meet with Doug Miller of Folklore Village regarding recording oral 
histories. 
Friends should visit and photograph the Mineral Point depot. 
 
The next Friends meeting will be September 4, 2005 at 1:00PM at the depot. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Palmer R. Haynes 
Secretary 


