
FMRT 
Ridgeway Depot 
Ridgeway, WI 
July 6, 2005, 7:30PM 
 
Friends attending: Linda Lynch, President, Dave Pearson, Vice President, Bill Kalschuer, 
Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, Secretary, Dan Bauknecht, Suzie Paull, Gretchen Pearson, Cindy 
Delkamp, Ranger and Tom Meyer.  Carpenter Jim Jungbluth was also present. 
 
Brick Sales Ron will be contacted regarding any new or pending brick orders for this year.  
Also, have all 2004 brick orders been installed? 
Depot Report Prior to the meeting, Chris Mite reviewed final exterior painting requirements 
with the Friends.  Carpenter Jim Jungbluth built a door, matching two existing doors, for the 
north Freight Room exit.  His proposal for interior millwork and restroom framing was received.  
Palmer will meet with him on Monday to go over interior finishing. 
Palmer indicated that Brickson-Shaw’s proposal for commercial grade door hardware was 
approximately $1,200.  Palmer will try to obtain another estimate. 
Motion by Bill, second by Dan; “Palmer should order the door hardware.”  Motion carried on a 
voice vote. 
Jim Jungbluth estimated that materials and labor for the exterior caboose restoration would be 
approximately $3,000.  Linda will contact WisDOT to determine if the caboose restoration is 
within the scope of our original grant. 
Linda requested that a dumpster be brought to the site for the depot and the caboose. 
Palmer will investigate what the color should be for the caboose.  Also Palmer needs to order 
exterior and interior light fixtures. 
Fall landscaping around the cooking grille area and east building foundation should be a priority.  
Gretchen will contact Mary Mays of the Upland Hills Garden Club for advice. 
Brainstorm session “What is the purpose of the depot?” Bill indicated the Friends should have a 
discussion of our hopes, dreams, and uses for the depot.  Such a session would develop the 
Friends original concept of a building devoted to local history, railroad history and the natural 
history of the area. 
Fall Open House Friends will probably open the depot in conjunction with the village Labor 
Day celebration. 
Trail Report Tom Meyer reported that trail users have requested that “porta-potties” be 
available at Riley.  Before undertaking the depot project, the Friends contracted each season for 
potties at Riley and Verona.  Presently the Friends are willing to share the cost with the DNR for 
this need.  The rental estimate is $80.00 per month.  Suzie moved, Dave seconded; “The Friends 
share “porta-potty” rental costs with the DNR through the month of September this year; subject 
to DNR funds being available.”  Motion carried on a voice vote. 

 
 
 
Additionally, Tom indicated a need to spruce up the grassy area between the trail and the 

Riley parking lot.  The area is approximately 20 feet by 50 feet.  Perhaps a few trees could be 
planted and picnic tables provided under a sun shelter.  The Friends possibly could donate labor 
and design work for construction of the shelter.  Tom will investigate submitting a proposal to 



the stewardship fund for a shelter.  Bill cited the Barneveld shelter as an example, which was 
dedicated to a family. 

Tom indicated that the interpretive signage at the Sugar River overlook, west of Riley, 
has deteriorated.  Tom has replacement signs, but would need to cover them with “plexiglas” 
protection.  Palmer suggested that the “plexiglas” be UV resistant. 
Dave moved and Dan seconded; “To authorize Tom to purchase UV resistant “Plexiglas” in 
amount not to exceed $100.00.”  Motion carried on a voice vote 

Tom reported his concern regarding a property access issue before the Town of 
Springdale Board and the DNR.  DNR rules allow one ‘at grade’ trail crossing to service one 
residence.  A developer has petitioned the DNR to allow a grade crossing/box culvert/bridge, 
near the rock cut east of Klevenville, to service two residential properties.  Tom and the Friends 
agree that this access solution would be unsightly, raises safety concerns and may be setting a 
precedent.  Moved by Dave and seconded by Dan; “To authorize Linda to write a letter to the 
DNR and the Town of Springdale outlining the Friends concerns.  The drafted letter would be 
reviewed by the Friends via e-mail.”  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
A Nature Conservancy friend of Linda suggested a cooperative effort on garlic mustard near 
Blue Mounds S.P. and the trail.  The Friends did not reach consensus on this. 
Kiosk signs Cindy is waiting for the cost estimates for the rehab of the kiosk signs.  Cindy 
showed an example of a map/brochure box which was made for another project.  There are seven 
kiosks on the Military Ridge Trail plus one in Fitchburg.  Ron Betlach volunteered to make these 
boxes when time permits.  Cindy reported that the trail resurfacing project is complete. 
 
The Friends will next meet at the depot on August 17th.  Those cooking on the grille will meet at 
6:00PM.  The business meeting will begin at 7:00PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Palmer R. Haynes 
Secretary 
 


