
FMRT 
Culver’s Sunroom 
Mt. Horeb, WI 
March 7, 2005, 7:00PM 
 
Friends attending: Linda Lynch, President, Bill Kalschuer, Treasurer, Palmer Haynes, Secretary, 
Dan Bauknrcht, Tom Meyer, DNR and Brad Bates, DNR Ranger. 
 
Meeting Notes Palmer provided February 7th meeting notes for all attending.  He pointed out 
that the Friends Mt. Horeb P.O. Box 373 is operational.  A cover letter was sent with the Friends 
$300.00 donation toward the restoration of the Mt Horeb comfort station.  Motion by Bill, 2nd by 
Dan to accept the meeting notes as printed.  MSC. 
Financial Report Bill handed out spread sheets which included Farmers Savings Bank 
statements.  The depot account reflects a $11,662.23 balance as of February 16th, and the 
checking account had $13,451.97 as of March 2nd.  Motion by Palmer, 2nd by Tom to accept the 
financial report as printed.  MSC. 
Old Business Linda provided a draft for an ad to be placed in local newspapers.  The ad names 
and thanks local trail pass vendors, and others, for their past and future support of the Friends.  
The ad received consensus approval and will be implemented by Dan. 
Palmer noted that a DNR Military Ridge Trail web page shows 2003 photos of the depot with 
text.  Brad indicated that the Friends should be able to provide updates for this page.  Bill would 
like to see the page include a Friends calender and information regarding our commemorative 
brick program. 
Our telephone, 437 7393, can be accessed remotely by the Friends and Brad.   
This remote accessing will need some work; we will do it. 
Palmer will contact Isthmus Architects regarding their February invoice, and, if necessary write a 
letter documenting the Friends understanding of circumstances culminating in this billing 
Kiosks Brad indicated that about $6,000 is budgeted next year for metal interpretive signage in 
color.  An example of these signs is on the frontage road near Isthmus Lighting.  The sign size 
and graphic will be modified to fit the Military Ridge kiosks.  Bill suggested that clear plastic 
holders be installed at each trail kiosk.  Depot, Friends and Commoritive Brick tri-fold brochures 
need to be revised to insert into these holders.  Palmer will revise the depot and Friends folders.  
Ron Betlach is working on revising the brick folder.  The DNR trail folder needs to be revised to 
include the new Mt. Horeb P.O. Box 373.  Relevant trail press releases from the DNR web site 
could be downloaded and posted in each kiosk. 
Depot Report Linda said that the new windows will be shipped to Ridgeway Lumber this week.  
Jim Jungbluth will soon begin installing them and continue for about a month. 
Linda provided a sample of pine siding. (“Amerhart” 1 X 6, #3, KD, pattern #106)  The Friends 
will obtain cost estimates on this sample as well as siding that replicates the original.  Linda also 
is obtaining cost estimates for the T & G siding for the two gables.  Each gable is slightly 
different in appearance.  Palmer has not talked with Cox Welding, Barneveld, regarding the 
fabrication of posts for platform lights. 
 
Trail Report Bill will have trash bags available before trail clean-up day on April 23rd. 
Brad reported that Cindy and baby Matthew are doing fine!  Cindy will be returning soon 
working on a limited bases. 



Management of trail vegetation is an on going DNR priority.  Management practices reduce the 
amount of debris falling on the trail, and allows the trail to dry.  Tom Meyer has contributed 
chain saw hours in the Riley area.  Control of vegetation at road and trail crossings is a concern 
of farmers.  Linda questioned whether there was an alternate aesthetic trimming method to 
hacking?  Bill suggested that there are Friends members that would rather be involved in work 
projects than sit in meetings.  The work involves removing the cuttings and chain sawing. 
Trail resurfacing was mostly complete by October 2004.  A short stretch in Mt. Horeb will be 
done this spring, as well as remedial work requested by the DNR. 
Bridge decking replacement is scheduled to be done.  Deck board wear is attributed to 
snowmobile travel.  Brad questioned if the Freinds would share in the cost of placing a winter 
plywood bridge decking?  There was no Friends consensus on this question. 
There is an agreement pending between Dane County, Verona, DNR and DOT to share costs for 
maintenance, plowing and lighting the Verona Park and Ride. 
The Village of Mt. Horeb is studying ways and means to restore the steel bridge at Springdale 
Street. 
DNR has received an inquiry regarding a canoe access adjacent to the Epic property which 
would cross the Military Ridge.  Bill suggested that canoeists should be able to carry a canoe 100 
yards.  A bicycle path access from Epic probably is inevitable along that same point. 
Blue Mound has received an application for an easement under the trail East of the Village.  
Based on this developers past history; the Friends would oppose this easement. 
The DNR has received a request to install a footpath from the trail to the historic Fort Blue 
Mound sign, also on the East side of the Village.  Brad noted that the trail embankment is very 
steep at that point. 
Other Business The Village of Mt. Horeb’s letter acknowledged the Friends contribution to the 
restoration of the comfort station.  Palmer will edit the Uplands before September to reflect 
changes along the trail. 
 
The Friends will next meet on Monday, April 11th at 7:00PM at Culver’s Sunroom. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Palmer R. Haynes 
Secretary 
 


